Alaska State Troopers Press Release of Wednesday, March 12, 2014

Any charges reported in these press releases are merely accusations and 
the defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.

A Detachment...No news reported.

B Detachment


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Wasilla
Case number: AK14017245
Type:  Warrant Arrest
Text: On 3/11/14 at 2225 hours, Troopers responded to a residence on Dawn Drive in Wasilla for a 911 call reporting a disturbance.  Troopers contacted Rory Stuhff, 36 of Wasilla, during the investigation and found that he had two outstanding warrants for his arrest.  Stuhff was arrested on the warrants and remanded into Mat-Su Pretrial where bail was set at $5000 and court approved third party.
Author: DJC09 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 2:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 2:06 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Palmer
Case numbers: AK14017009
Type: MVC-D
Text: On 03/11/2014 at 0800 hours, Alaska State Troopers responded to a report of single vehicle collision with an electric pole on Clark Wolverine Rd in Palmer. Investigation revealed Dane Bailey, age 43 of Palmer, was traveling southbound on Clark Wolverine road in a 2000 Ford  pickup. Bailey reported he was driving too fast when he lost control of his truck, due to icy road conditions. Bailey's truck slid off the road and into an electric pole, knocking it over. Bailey reported no injuries and was wearing his seatbelt at the time of the collision. The damage to the electric pole is estimated to be approximately $8000. Bailey was issued a citation for basic speed, driving too fast for conditions.      
Author: CKG1 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 6:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 6:45 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location:Wasilla
Case number:AK14017275
Type:DWLS  
Text: On 3/12/14 at 0720 hrs. Alaska State Troopers stopped a blue 1981 Ford F150 on Bogard Road near Peck Street, Wasilla for a moving violation. Investigation revealed the driver James Savage, age 26 of Wasilla was operating the vehicle on a suspended driver's license.  Savage was issued a criminal citation to appear in court at a later date. The vehicle was released to a licensed driver.     
Author:JAV1 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 9:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 9:47 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location:Wasilla
Case number:AK14017342
Type:DWLR, Warrant Arrest  
Text: On 3/12/14 at 1214 hrs. Alaska State Troopers stopped a tan 1986 Honda sedan on Seldon Road near Eureka Street, Wasilla for a moving violation. Investigation revealed the driver Gary Stclaire, age 41 of Wasilla, was operating the vehicle on a revoked driver's license. Further investigation revealed that Stclaire had two outstanding warrants for his arrest both for Failure to Appear on the Original Charges of DUI. Stclaire was arrested for DWLR and the warrants. Stclaire was transported and remanded to the Mat-Su Pre-Trial Facility and held on $500 bail. The vehicle was released to a licensed driver.     
Author:JAV1 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 1:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 1:37 PM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Wasilla
Case numbers: AK14017270
Type: Vehicle Theft 2nd degree
Text: On 3/12/2014 at 0639 hours, Alaska State Troopers responded to a report of an ATV theft. Investigation revealed that someone had stolen a 2013 Camo Polaris Sportsman 500 with a snow plow, from a residence located on Fairview Loop in Wasilla. The theft occurred sometime between 3/08/2014 and 3/11/2014. Investigation is continuing. Anyone with information should contact the Alaska State Trooper at 745-2131.  
Author: CKG1 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 8:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 8:16 PM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Wasilla
Case numbers: AK14017431
Type: Assault IV DV
Text: On 3/12/2014 at 1748 hours, Alaska State Trooper Dispatch received a 911 call from a female who reported that a family had just assaulted her and threw her out of the house.  At 1821 hours on 3/12/14 AST arrested 26-year-old Melissa Gonzales for Assault IV Dv.  
Author: MZC2 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 8:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 8:43 PM



-----------------------------------------


Location: Wasilla

Case Number: AK14016717

Type: REDDI/Vehicle Pursuit/Assault on an Officer/Officer involved shooting (UPDATE)

Update: On 3/12/14 the Alaska State Troopers released the names of the Alaska State Trooper and the Wasilla Police Department Officer who discharged their handguns on 3/9/14 on Seward Meridian Parkway and East Whispering Woods Drive. They are identified as: Trooper Daron A. Cooper, a six year veteran of the Alaska State Troopers currently assigned as a K-9 handler in the Palmer Patrol Unit and Officer Brandon L. Gray, a two year employee of the Wasilla Police Department currently assigned to the Patrol Unit.

On 3/9/2014 at approximately 2037 hours a citizen called Mat-Com Dispatch Center to Report Every Dangerous Driver Immediately (REDDI), the citizen indicated there were two intoxicated males in a white Chevrolet pickup which pulled into a parking lot at the intersection of the Parks Highway and the Palmer Wasilla Highway.  The citizen provided the license plate number for the pickup truck.  Mat-Com Dispatchers broadcast a locate to both Wasilla Police Officers and Alaska State Troopers. A nearby Alaska State Trooper found the suspect pickup truck at approximately 2044 hours, in a parking lot at 1501 East Parks Highway. The Trooper parked his marked patrol vehicle behind the pickup, which was occupied by two males. As the State Trooper knocked on the side of the pickup to contact the occupants, it drove off and circled around several small businesses in the area. The pickup then entered the Parks Highway, driving south, for a short distance in the north bound lanes before driving over a median into the south bound lanes. The pickup then turned onto South Hermon Road and then onto East Whispering Woods Drive. At the intersection with Seward Meridian Parkway the pickup turned completely around in the roadway and was circled by two Alaska State Trooper marked patrol vehicles and one marked Wasilla Police Department patrol vehicle.  As one Alaska State Trooper and one Wasilla Police Department Officer approached the pickup on foot, the driver of the pickup placed the vehicle in reverse and began backing directly towards the Wasilla Police Department Officer. One Alaska State Trooper and the Wasilla Police Department Officer fired their handguns at the vehicle. The driver of the vehicle died on scene and has been identified as Gordon E. Samel, age 52, of Wasilla. Preliminary results at autopsy concluded that Samel died from the bullet wounds. Next of kin has been notified. The passenger was an adult male was treated for a non-life threatening wound to his arm and released. The identity of the passenger is not being released to the public as he has not been charged with a crime. The investigation into this event continues. The names of the State Trooper and Police Officer will be released on Wednesday evening. At the conclusion of the investigation, the report will be provided to the Department of Law, Office of Special Prosecutions, for determination as to the whether the use of deadly force by the Alaska State Trooper and the Wasilla Police Officer was legally justified.

At approximately 9:07 p.m. on 03/09/2014, an Alaska State Trooper and a Wasilla Police officer were involved in a shooting near the Seward-Meridian Parkway stemming from a vehicle failing to stop at the direction of a police officer. The contact was initiated after Alaska State Troopers received a report of an impaired driver. The driver of the suspect vehicle was pronounced dead on scene and the passenger sustained a non-life threatening injury. The trooper and police officer were not injured in the incident. Investigators from AST's Alaska Bureau of Investigation and Wasilla Police Department are investigating the incident. The Alaska Bureau of Investigation has assumed the responsibility of lead investigating agency. No other information is available at this time. 

Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 9:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 9:08 PM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Wasilla
Case numbers: AK14017332
Type: Theft 2rd degree
Text: On 3/12/2014 at 1021 hours,  Alaska State Troopers received a report of theft of a firearm from a vehicle located on Riverdell Dr in Wasilla. Investigation revealed someone had stolen a .22 magnum revolver from the glove box of an unlocked vehicle sometime during the morning hours. Anyone with information should contact the Alaska State Trooper at 745-2131.  
Author: CKG1 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 10:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 10:14 PM


C Detachment



------------------------------------------

Location: New Stuyahok
Type: Assault 4
Case Number: AK14017292
Text:

On 03/12/2014 at approximately 0330 hours the New Stuyahok VPSOs and VPOs responded to a residence in New Stuyahok to investigate the report of a disturbance. Investigation revealed that Mike Gumlickpuk 49, of New Stuyahok, had assaulted a family member and caused injury. Mike Gumlickpuk was arrested and subsequently charged with Assault 4.   Alcohol was factor in the incident.  

Author: JDW0

------------------------------------------- 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 9:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 9:47 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 

Location: Togiak, AK

Case number: AK14017215

Type: Assault 4th  x 2 (DV)

Text: On 3/11/2014, at about 1650 hours, the Togiak VPSO responded to a residence for a report of a disturbance.  Investigation revealed Robert Alakayak, 39 of Togiak, had physically assaulted a 38-year-old female at the residence.  Further investigation revealed Alakayak had assaulted a 14-year-old male the day prior. Alakayak was arrested on two counts of assault in the 4th degree and lodged at the Togiak detention facility pending arraignments. Alcohol is believed to be a factor.

Author: MHE0

------------------------------------------------- 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 9:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 9:35 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Emmonak
Case number: AK14017330
Type:  Burglary II, Criminal Mischief V
Text:  On 03/12/14 at about 0845 hours, AST received the report of a burglary at the Emmonak Community Center. Investigation revealed a unknown suspect(s) forced entry into the center causing $50 in damage. The investigation continues. Anyone with information is urged to contact the Alaska State Troopers in Emmonak.
Author: DBK1  
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 11:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 11:57 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Saint Michael 
Case number:  AK14016171
Type: Warrant Arrest
Text: On 3-7-14 at 1030 hours the Alaska State Troopers arrested Matthew Andrews Jr., 41 of Mountain Village, with an arrest warrant for Probation Violation.  Andrews' original charges were Assault 3 and Assault 4.  Andrews was remanded to the Anvil Mountain Correctional Center.
Author: JLS4 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 12:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 12:06 PM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Stebbins      
Case number: AK14017319 
Type: Warrant Arrest
Text: On 3-7-14 at 1300 hours the Alaska State Troopers arrested Jordan Otten, 21 of Stebbins, with a warrant for Probation Violation.  Otten was remanded to the Anvil Mountain Correctional Center. Otten's original charge was Habitual Minor Consuming Alcohol. 
Author: JLS4 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 12:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 12:06 PM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Brevig Mission        
Case number: AK14017367 
Type: Warrant Arrest
Text: On 3-12-14 at 0941 hours the Alaska State Troopers arrested Lane Okpealuk, 32 of Brevig Mission, with an arrest warrant for failing to serve his sentence at jail. Okpealuk's original charge is Importation of Alcohol. Okpealuk was remanded to the Anvil Mountain Correctional Center.
Author: JLS4  
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 2:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 2:23 PM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Koyuk 
Case number:  AK14017348
Type: Warrant Arrest
Text: On 3-11-14 at 1453 hours the Alaska State Troopers arrested a 16-year-old juvenile in Koyuk with an arrest warrant. The juvenile was wanted for Probation Violation. The juvenile was remanded to the Nome Youth Facility.
Author: JLS4 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 2:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 2:22 PM


D Detachment


-----------------------------------------------------------
Location: Fairbanks
Incident Number: AK141417195
Type: Robbery / Theft of Services
Text:  On 03/11/15 at approximately 1827 hours, Alaska State Troopers responded to a business on Geist Road for a disturbance. Initial investigation from a 29-year-old Fairbanks man is that a cab driver forcibly took his pack of cigarettes after a brief verbal argument and after the man could not pay for the cab fare. Investigation is ongoing. 
Author: RHJ0 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 12:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 12:04 AM


-----------------------------------------------------------
Location: Fairbanks
Case Number: AK14017206
Type: Natural Death
Text: On 03-11-14 Alaska State Troopers investigated the death of 61-year-old Gary Handlang of Fairbanks after friends had found him deceased in his residence. No foul play is suspected.
Author: BSD1 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 12:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 12:24 AM


Location: Fairbanks
Case Number: AK14017242
Type: DWLR & VCOR
Text: On 3/11/2014 at about 2251 hours, Fairbanks AST stopped a grey Chevrolet truck on Stubborn German Court in Fairbanks for an equipment violation. The driver identified himself as John Trapp, age 42, of Fairbanks. Investigation revealed Trapp was driving while his license was revoked and in violation of his conditions of release. Trapp was arrested for Driving While License Revoked and Violating Conditions of Release. Trapp was remanded to Fairbanks Correctional Center without incident.
Author: EJA0 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 12:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 12:10 AM


-----------------------------------------------------------
Location: Fairbanks
Incident Number: AK14016648
Type: REDDI, Felony DUI, Felony Refusal, DWLR
Text:  On 03/11/2014 at approximately 1905 hours, a citizen called State Troopers Fairbanks to Report Every Dangerous Driver Immediately (REDDI) at a motel on College Road in Fairbanks. The citizen reported an intoxicated male, later identified as George Claffy, age 42 of Fairbanks, was in a verbal altercation with several people and then left in a small green car in an unknown direction. Troopers patrolled the area, simultaneously receiving another REDDI report that matched the vehicle description traveling through Fairbanks, running several red lights. At approximately 2005 hours, the original caller contacted the troopers to tell them Claffy was back at the motel.  Troopers contacted Claffy in the parking lot. Investigation revealed that Claffy was operating a motor vehicle while being impaired.  Claffy was transported to the Trooper post where after being read the implied consent warning, Claffy refused to provide a sample of his breath.  Claffy was also charged with driving on a revoked driver's license. Claffy was transported to Fairbanks Correctional Center where he was remanded for Felony DUI, Felony Refusal and DWLR. Claffy is held on no bail until arraignment.
Author: RHJ0 for BKH0
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 12:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 12:11 AM

 

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Cantwell
Case number: AK14016694
Type: Misconduct Involving a Controlled Substance 6th       
Text: On 3-9-14 at approximately 1854 hours Alaska State Troopers contacted Joshua M. Sanford, age 30 from Fairbanks, as the driver of a 2008 blue Nissan Altima during a traffic stop near mile 204 of the Parks Highway for a moving violation.  Investigation revealed that Sanford was in possession of marijuana and a drug pipe containing marijuana residue.  Sanford was issued a Criminal Citation to appear in court for MICS 6 and released.    
Author: CBB0 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 10:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 10:55 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location:   Fairbanks
Incident number:   AK 14016771
Type:  Theft

Text: On 3/10/14 AST received a report regarding the theft of an expensive watch from a Chena Hot Springs Road address in the last 45 days.  AST is investigating this case. 
BDS1
------------------------------------------------- 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 11:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 11:22 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Nenana
Case number: AK14016413
Type: DWLS
Text: On 3-8-14 at approximately 1522 hours, Alaska State Troopers stopped a Gold 2013 Toyota Highlander for a moving violation near mile 252 of the Parks Highway in Healy. The driver was identified as Lifan Huang, age 24, of Ohio. Investigation revealed Huang was driver while his license was suspended. Subsequently Huang was issued a criminal citation for DWLS and released at the scene. A licensed party took custody of the vehicle.    
Author: PND0 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 11:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 11:33 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Nenana
Case number: AK14016259
Type: DUI 
Text: On 3-7-14 at approximately 2154 hours, Alaska State Troopers stopped on a 1993 Polaris Snowmachine while it was at the Chevron Gas Station in Nenana.  The Snowmachine was reported as a REDDI vehicle.  The driver of the vehicle was identified as Kevin C. Greenan, age 43, of Minto by his name and date of birth.  Investigation revealed Greenan was operating his vehicle while under the influence of Alcohol. Subsequently, Greenan was arrested for DUI and transported to the Fairbanks Correction Center Facility where he was remanded and held without bail. 
Author: PND0 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 11:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 11:41 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Nenana
Case number: AK14016123
Type: MICS 6th Degree 
Text: On 3-7-2014 at approximately 1400 hours, Alaska State Troopers stopped a Black 2002 Subaru Legacy for a moving violation near mile 295 of the Parks Hwy in Nenana. The driver of the vehicle was identified as 22 yoa from of Anderson. Investigation revealed the 22-year-old was in possession of Marijuana. Charges will be forwarded to the District Attorney's Officer for MICS 6th Degree .  
Author: PND0 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 11:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 11:23 AM


E Detachment

 
------------------------------------------------- 

Location: Moose Pass                               
Case number: AK14016447
Type: Warrant Arrest 
Text: On 03/08/2014 at approximately 1745 hours, Crown Point Troopers contacted Adam Pringle (age 32 of Moose Pass). Pringle had an outstanding warrant for failing to appear at a remand hearing for the original charge of DUI. Pringle was arrested and remanded to the Seward Jail without bail.

Author: KMG0

------------------------------------------------- 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 9:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 9:29 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Girdwood
Case number: AK14017412
Type: Unexpected Death
Text: On 03-12-2014, at approximately 1607 hours, Soldotna Public Safety Communications Center received a call from the Anchorage Police reporting Girdwood medics were performing CPR on a skier at Alyeska Resort. Preliminary Investigation revealed Thomas Schantz, age 49 of Valdez, suffered a heart attack while skiing. Medics performed CPR but were unable to resuscitate him. Schantz's next of kin was with him when the incident occurred. No foul play is suspected. The SME was notified and the body was released to Janssen's Funeral Home.
Author: TWL0 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 7:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 7:13 PM


AK Wildlife Troopers

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Cantwell    
Case number: AK14016430  
Type: Sport Fish without License  
Text: On March 8, 2014 Shayne Mayer, 47 YOA and Zachery Russell, 20 YOA both of Cantwell, were cited by Cantwell AWT Troopers for sport fishing without a valid 2014 sport fish license. Bail was set at $210 each.  
Author:  JLE1 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 4:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 4:35 PM

 
---------------------------------------------------------------
Location:  Dot Lake
Incident Number: AK14016151
Type: Fail to Submit Hunt Report
Text: : On 3/7/14, Tok Wildlife Troopers cited Jeff Deeter, age 47, of Dot Lake for failing to submit hunt information for a 2012 RC867 hunt. Bail was set at $110 in the Tok District Court.
Author:  RRL1 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 4:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 4:33 PM

 
---------------------------------------------------------------
Location:  Dot Lake
Incident Number: AK14016153
Type: Fail to Submit Hunt Report
Text: : On 3/7/14, Tok Wildlife Troopers cited Gary Deeter, age 19, of Dot Lake for failing to submit hunt information for a 2012 RC867 hunt. Bail was set at $110 in the Tok District Court.
Author:  RRL1 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 4:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 4:33 PM

 
---------------------------------------------------------------
Location:  Tok
Incident Number: AK14015820
Type: Fail to Submit Hunt Report
Text: : On 3/6/14, Tok Wildlife Troopers cited Ronald Pedginski, age 46, of Tok for failing to submit hunt information for a 2012 RC867 hunt. Bail was set at $110 in the Tok District Court.
Author:  RRL1 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 4:12 PM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 4:32 PM


AK Bureau of Investigation...No news reported.

Headquarters...No news reported.

AK Bureau of Highway Patrol

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Wasilla
Case: AK14017135
Type: MICS 2nd Degree, MICS 4th Degree
Text:  On 03/11/14 at 1516 hours, Alaska State Troopers with the Bureau of Highway Patrol South-Central Team, conducted a traffic stop on a Subaru sedan after receiving a 911 REDDI (Report Every Dangerous Driver Immediately) call about a vehicle driving erratically and witnesses observing the driver texting while driving. Investigation revealed the driver had been texting another person attempting to meet nearby to illegally purchase Hydrocodone pills. Troopers contacted the person selling the pills and further investigation revealed Natasha Leachman, age 26 of Wasilla, illegally possessed hydrocodone pills with intent to sell. Leachman was arrested for MICS 2nd Degree and MICS 4th Degree and remanded to the Mat-Su Pre-Trial Facility with bail set at $3000. 
Author: JAM5 
Received Wednesday, March 12, 2014 1:12 AM and posted Wednesday, March 12, 2014 1:04 AM


AK Bureau of Judicial Services...No news reported.

AK Div of Fire and Life Safety...No news reported.


End of Dispatch